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Looking Ahead 

First Baptist Church of Southington 

581 Meriden Ave. 
Southington, CT 06489-3901 

An American Baptist Church ABCUSA  

Telephone: (860) 628-8121 

www.firstbaptistsouthington.org 

Ministry Team:   

The Rev. Sharon R. Holt, pastor 

The Rev. Peg Lewis, associate pastor 

Director of Music:  Les Marsh 

Newsletter Editor: Robin Michel 

Church Office Hours - Please call Pastor 
Sharon before coming to the church  

Email: 
Pastor.sharon@firstbaptistsouthington.org 

Visit us on Facebook:  

First Baptist Church - Southington, CT  

Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.: in-person, on Zoom 
and on Facebook Live 

November-December 2021 

November 2021 

Nov. 6  Tag Sale 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Nov. 7  Worship 10 a.m. 

Nov. 14 Worship 10 a.m.,  
  Board meeting after worship 

Nov. 18 Music Committee 3:30 p.m. 
  Board of Deacons 4 p.m. 

Nov. 21 Worship 10 a.m. 

Nov. 28 Worship 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 

Dec. 5  Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 9  Music Committee 3:30 p.m.,  
  Deacons 4 p.m. 

Dec. 12 Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 13 Steeple Signal deadline  
  (January-February 2022) 

Dec. 19 Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 6 p.m. 

Dec. 26 Worship 10 a.m. 

 

Jan. 16 Our Martin Luther King Jr. Observance 10 a.m. 
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A s you know, I recently had a wonderful trip to 
Morocco. I enjoy traveling to different countries 

and I try to soak up as much of the culture as time 
permits. I learned a lot about Morocco, which is an 
Islamic country in my all-too-brief two weeks there. 
We traveled through a large swath of the country that 
included terrain that varied from high mountains to the 
arid Sahara and eventually visited three cities along 
the Atlantic coast.  

Our guide, Moha, was an Islamic Berber (as is 70% of 
the country). He was kind enough to share freely 
about his life and religious experience. As we traveled 
in our luxury coach, it was clearly evident that 
Moroccans are not Islamic in name only. Virtually 
every village, no matter how small, had a mosque with 
a towering minaret from which a muezzin calls the 
faithful to prayer five times a day.  

On our journeys, Moha also talked about the five 
pillars, or fundamental beliefs, of Islam: 1) An 
acknowledgement that God is God and worthy of 
worship. 2) A commitment to prayer. 3) To engage in 
charitable works large and small. 4) Fasting 
(particularly during the holy month of Ramadan. 4) To 
undertake a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in one’s 
lifetime, if possible. 

I was impressed by the third pillar, to engage in 
charitable works. Moha explained that this is the only 
legacy we leave behind after we die. That the kindness 
and generosity to those we encounter, in large ways or 

small, are integral to Islamic 
faith. I had a direct experience 
of a deeply charitable act 
during my journey.  

One day we took an excursion 
to the Ourika Valley. We 
meandered through the valley 
in the High Atlas Mountain 
Range, making several stops. 
Everywhere we went, we were 
surrounded by peddlers trying 
to sell us souvenirs. They 
followed us from site to site, badgering us to buy 
things. It did not bother me, because I realized that 
Moroccans had suffered terrible economic 
consequences during the pandemic and were 
struggling to support their families.  

A highlight of the tour was to enjoy an authentic tea 
ceremony in a Berber household. When we reached 
the village and got off the bus, our peddler friends 
were right there hawking their wares. We crossed the 
street, and I realized the house we were going to was 
up an extremely steep, winding, rough path. I started 
to climb, but I was soon lagging behind the rest of the 
group and was not going to be able to make the climb 
unaided. Suddenly, one of the peddlers put his 
merchandise away and offered me his arm. He said, 
“Come, you take my arm, I will assist you.” I thanked 
him profusely and accepted his 
arm. He guided me to the 

The Minister’s Meanderings: Adventures in Morocco 
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Berber home Minaret 

Continued on next page 
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home and said, “I will wait right here for you and 
escort you back down the hill when you are done.” 
The tea ceremony took an hour, yet when I emerged, 
there he was, waiting to escort me back to the bus. He 
did not ask me to buy anything and sacrificed his 
chance to sell to others by helping me. I thanked him 
again as he made sure I got back on the bus safely. I 
tried to give him twenty dirhams (about $2.00), but he 
would not accept it. 

I met many wonderful people in Morocco, but the 
charity extended to me by one peddler on a winding 
path in the Ourika Valley will remain in my mind and 
heart as long as memory lasts, for he sacrificed his 
livelihood on that day to assist a Christian woman he 
did not know and would never see again. That is true 
charity. Salaam alaykum. Peace be upon you. 

    In Christ,  

    Pastor Sharon 

Minister Meanderings from page 2 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1  Rebecca Maheu 
2  Amy Burdeshaw 
4  Margaret Shigo-Zembko 
6  Deborah Fogg 
8  Jonathan Tata 
9  Kevin Palmieri 
12 Cheryl Hilton-Campbell 
14 Jon Burdeshaw 

18 Corey Nagel 
21 Chase Paulette 
25 Pastor Sharon Holt 
26 Gene Hilton 
30 Phillip Dixon, Sr. 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  
3  Elizabeth Tata 
10 Debbie Urso 
11 Regina Jones 
12 Danny Orlando 

16 Adrianna Palmieri, Arthur Pugh 
18 Linda Mikosz, Tiffany Steele 
19 David Mikosz 
20 Joyce Olore, Gina Palmieri 
23 Cassie Callaghan 
28 John Galayda Jr. 
30 Courtney Reid 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
29  Kim & Kyle Neilson  

Happy Belated! 

Happy belated birthday to Jean Cook, Oct. 3. 

Happy belated anniversary to Gina & Kevin Palmieri who 
celebrated 21 years of marriage on Oct. 20!  

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

The Tag Sale is coming! 

Mark your calendar and plan on coming out to help with the church-wide tag sale. 

Set Up: Nov. 1-5; come anytime between 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. to help sort, set up and 
price items – no experience necessary; on-the-job training! 

Donations Accepted: Nov. 1-4 leaving the Friday before the tag sale for all the 
last-minute checking and pricing. 

Event Day is Saturday, Nov. 6. and we need lots of vaccinated volunteers to help 
this day to greet the public, manage the flow, work behind the counters, help at the cashier tables and much 
more.

This is a big fundraiser for our church. Please help in any way that you can. Donations, set up help, day of 
the event help, clean up help and most of all.... prayers for a successful event! 

Questions? Call Joyce (860-276-8061) or Dot (860-929-8131)! 
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News from the Pews 

From the Music Director: 
 
"Hi everyone! If any are interested in 
sharing their music talents, we ask 
you to try our Bells and Chime 
Ensemble. We play the last Sunday 
of each month and practice after 
services the two Sundays before and 
the Sunday morning of when we play at 
approximately 9:20 a.m. Please see Les with any 
questions. I look forward to seeing you. No experience 
necessary. Be safe! 

Martin Luther King Jr. Observance 
 
We will celebrate the life and legacy 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
during the Sunday worship service 
on Jan. 16 at 10 a.m. Two middle 
school students will be honored. The 
speaker and final details will be 
announced soon. 

Bloomin’ News 
 
Flower signup sheets for November and December are 
now posted in the narthex. If you would like to 
provide flowers for a specific Sunday, please write 
your name and phone number on the form. Please give 

Pastor Sharon the dedication information by Tuesday 
noon so she can include it in the announcements. 
Flower coordinators for the remainder of the year are: 
November - Dot Amundsen (860-929-8131) 
December - Robin Michel (860-620-2989) 

Any questions about flower donations? Call Robin at 
860/620-2989. Thank you! 

Christmas flowers 
 
We are currently researching purchasing Christmas 
poinsettias. Ordering information is not yet available. 
Forms will be available in upcoming announcements 
and at Sunday worship in late November-early 
December. Those people who ordered Easter 2019 
flowers will have the option of applying those 
payments toward poinsettias. Robin Michel will be 
contacting you in November.  

 

See News on page 5 

Work Day Success! 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped with our church work day on Oct. 2. Everyone seemed to find 

their niche whether inside or outside. Gardens, hedges, the sanctuary and fellowship hall received extra  

attention and the results were dramatic. Nice work! 
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News continued from page 4 
 

Thanksgiving Community Service 
 
The Southington Interfaith Clergy Association will 
announce later this month if a Thanksgiving 
Community Service will be held. Watch the 
announcements for more information. 

 
Support Your Neighbors 
 

In support of our neighbors in 
need, we are resuming our 
Compassion Sundays on the 
last Sunday of each month. On 
Nov. 28 we are collecting 
beverages: coffee, tea, hot 
cocoa, juice boxes. On Dec. 26 
it is your choice! Items are 
given to Southington 

Community Services. 

At any time, Southington Community Services 
is in need of a broad variety of nonperishable 
items. Remember that Southington Public 
Library, 255 Main St., is also drop-off spot. 
Non-perishable items needed include canned 
foods, pasta, snacks, peanut butter, jelly, paper 
goods, toiletries, pudding cups and juice boxes. 
You can also drop donations off directly at 91 
Norton Ave. (Route 10), Plantsville, from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Third Thursdays: Bible Study  
 
Mark your calendars! Pastor Sharon will be leading 
Third Thursdays: Bible Study in the parlor to provide 
the opportunity to learn more about scripture, discuss 
sermons and socialize. Watch the announcements in 
the new year for more information. 
 

Outreach Committee 
 
Thank you for your support of 
the America for Christ offering. 
Our church family is always so 
generous to those in need. 
 

‘Tis the Season! 
 
Our Christmas Eve worship 
service will be held at 6 p.m. 

Community Services Christmas 
tags will be available to support 
families in need within our 
community. More information 
will be shared in the weekly 
bulletin. 

The Mitten, Hat and Scarf Tree 
will be set up in Fellowship Hall 
in early December. Let’s 
decorate it! 

Before and After Transformation 

The former playground has been transformed into a 
lovely, grassy lawn thanks to hard work - the fence 
and stumps were removed and grass was planted.  
Discussion about the area will continue in the spring.  

Photos by Pastor Sharon 

Our 2019 mitten tree 
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Thank you from the Dominican Republic Mission Team 

Dear First Baptist Southington:  

On behalf of all involved, especially the people of the bateyes and barrios of 
the Dominican Republic, I want to thank you for your generous donation of 
$500 toward the medical clinics run this summer by our volunteers. Because 
of this support from you and other donors, our volunteer doctors, nurse prac-
titioners, physician assistants, nurses, and dentists were able to run 20 mobile 
medical clinics and treat over 2,000 patients this summer.  

The DR Mission Team was blessed to bring four-weeks of volunteers to La Romana this summer to serve, 
despite the continuing COVID-19 crisis. Over four weeks in June and July, volunteers worked with local 
partners to provide daily medical clinics in the remote sugar cane villages, bring food to thousands of peo-
ple who are suffering from hunger and malnutrition, construct homes and a water treatment facility at a 
school, install solar panel systems for those without electricity, pray and share the Gospel with many peo-
ple, provide educational activities for youngsters, and other projects to help those in need.  

Thank you again for your generous support and dedication to bring healing and hope to those in great need 
in the Dominican Republic!  

God Bless, John Powers, PhD, president & CEO 

Thank you to many! 

First Baptist Church is thankful 
for its many volunteers 
including: 

Those who washed windows in 
August. 

Those who cleaned up several 
rooms and moved items 
following a flood downstairs – 
and emptied the dehumidifier 
several times a day! 

Those who helped with 
transforming the former 
playground into a grassy area 
and set up a watering system; 

Those whose efforts made the 
new Southington Community 
Mural a reality; 

And those who will be helping 
with the tag sale! 

FBC Photo Gallery 


