
1 

Looking Ahead 

First Baptist Church of Southington 

581 Meriden Ave. 
Southington, CT 06489-3901 

An American Baptist Church ABCUSA  

Telephone: (860) 628-8121 

www.firstbaptistsouthington.org 

Ministry Team:   

The Rev. Sharon R. Holt, pastor 

The Rev. Peg Lewis, associate pastor 

Director of Music:  Les Marsh 

Newsletter Editor: Robin Michel 

Church Office Hours - Please call Pastor 
Sharon before coming to the church  

Email: 
Pastor.sharon@firstbaptistsouthington.org 

Visit us on Facebook:  

First Baptist Church - Southington, CT  

Sunday Worship at 10 a.m.: in-person, on Zoom 
and on Facebook Live 

January-February 2022 

January 2022 

Jan. 1 Happy New Year! 

Jan. 2 Worship, 10 a.m. 

Jan. 9 Worship, 10 a.m. 

Jan. 13 Music Committee, 3:30 p.m.;  
 Deacons, 4 p.m. 

Jan. 16 Worship, 10 a.m. (MLK Sunday) 

Jan. 23 Worship, 10 a.m. 

Jan. 30 Worship, 10 a.m. 

 

 

 

February 2022 

Feb. 2 Outreach, 1 p.m. 

Feb. 6 Worship, 10 a.m. 

Feb. 10 Music Committee, 3:30 p.m.;  
  Deacons, 4 p.m. 

Feb. 13 Worship, 10 a.m. Deadline for 
Committee & Board reports 

Feb. 14 Steeple Signal deadline (March/April 
2022) 

Feb. 20 Worship, 10 a.m. 

Feb. 27 Worship, 10 a.m.  

 
Feb. 27 Annual Meeting following worship 
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B ack in September, I had a wonderful two weeks in 
sunny, warm Morocco. I spent a lot of time taking 

pictures, which I shared with others through my personal 
Facebook page and the Gate 1 Solo Traveler Facebook 
page. It was a wonderful trip filled with fun adventures 
like riding camels in the Sahara, staying at beautiful, 
exotic hotels, eating wonderful local cuisine, and (last 
but not least) seeing goats in trees! It truly seemed that 
we were well on our way to putting COVID-19 behind 
us. 

Based on my photos and commentary on the Gate 1 Solo 
Traveler Facebook page, one of the members booked a  
trip to Morocco in November. After eagerly anticipating 
his trip, he departed Nov. 26 and arrived in Morocco on 
the 27th. His guide met Tony and eight other travelers at 
the airport and they were whisked away to their hotel in 
Rabat, which was an hour and a half away. 

Upon arrival at their hotel in Rabat, they settled into 
their rooms and Tony went out to take an afternoon walk 
in Rabat before dinner and orientation that evening. 
When the group gathered for their orientation meeting, 
they were informed that Morocco was closing its borders 
to all foreigners, and they were being flown home first 
thing the next morning. Imagine the disappointment they 
experienced having flown for 24 hours, only to be told 
they had to turn around and leave. COVID-19’s Omicron 
variant has sent us back into “lockdown” mode in many 
countries, as governments struggle to control the spread 
of this new variant. 

I felt so badly for Tony 
who had so looked 
forward to his adventure 
in Morocco, only to have 
his experience consist of 
one afternoon’s walk in 
Rabat. The harsh reality 
that the COVID-19 virus 
still holds sway over 
many of our hopes and 
plans.  

More importantly, I 
thought about how the 
border closing in 
Morocco would affect our wonderful guide, Moha. 
Tourism sustains well over 80% of Moroccans; no 
tourists, no income. There is no safety network there, so 
the closing of the borders imperils the well-being of 
most Moroccan families. A group from my tour in 
September banded together and sent a monetary love gift 
to Moha, our guide. The message I sent him to tell him 
that help was on the way simply said, “We are all here to 
love God and love one another. This is the ‘love one 
another’ part.” 

Look around, count your blessings, offer help and 
encouragement wherever you can in these trying times. 

 In Christ, 

Pastor Sharon 

The Minister’s Meanderings: ‘Love One Another’ 

Welcome, New Members! 
It was lovely to welcome new members during the 
Nov. 14 worship service: Jean Cook, Tyrone & Janet 
Mellon, Margaret Shigo-Zembko and Jon & Amy 
Burdeshaw. Prayer shawls were presented. The new 
members also lit the Advent candles throughout the 
Christmas season. 

New Link  
Pastor Sharon will email a new link to virtually join 
our worship services.  

Martin Luther King Jr. program 
The Martin Luther King Jr. community event on Jan. 
16 has been cancelled. Two middle school students 
will be acknowledged at their schools for their 
accomplishments and exemplifying King’s ideals. 

Annual Meeting 
The FBC Annual Meeting will be held following 
worship on Feb. 27. Board and committee reports are 
due to the pastor by Feb. 13. 

Outreach Updates 
The Outreach Committee is so thankful to our church 

family for all the support provided throughout 2021. You 
were busy in December as well! 

- Thank you for volunteering to ring the Salvation Army 
bell. 
- Thank you for continuing to 
decorate the mitten tree in 

News from the Pews 

Pastor Sharon congratulates new members including the Mellons, 
Margaret Shigo-Zembko, the Burdeshaws and Jean Cook. 

See News on page 3 
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Fellowship Hall with scarves, 
gloves, mittens, socks and 
hats. Our goal is to completely 
fill the branches of the tree and 
the box next to the tree. The 
collection will continue 
through January. 
- Thank you for supporting the 
Winifred House occupants 
with Target gift cards and the 
families in need in our 
community through the 
Southington Community 
Services gift tags. 
- Thank you for your monthly 
Compassion Sunday food 
donations for Southington 
Community Services. 

Supporting Medical Missions 
The turmoil in Haiti has spread over into 
the Dominican Republic (DR). Due to 
the number of Haitian refugees fleeing to 
the DR, the DR government has 
announced that it will not provide 

medical support to undocumented Haitians. 
Unfortunately, this also affects those who are currently 
living on the batayes and have been working for DR 
companies on their sugar plantations for many years. 
Our friends at the First Baptist Church of Wallingford 
will be sending two mission teams in January to support 
medical clinics and food distribution to the batayes. 
Based on your generosity throughout the year, the 
Outreach Committee was pleased to provide financial 
support for another medical clinic during the January 
mission trip. And the MLK Committee sponsored a 
second clinic!  

Our thanks to everyone for your ongoing support of the 
mission projects and our missionaries near and far. 

Food Collection Boy Scout Troop 17 
Our church-sponsored Boy Scout Troop 17 had a very 
successful food drive in November collecting a record 
amount of 
18,729 pounds. 
Thank you, 
Troop 17, for all 
you do for our 
community and 
especially 
Bread for Life 
and Southington 
Community 
Services. 

Remembering Our Saints 
This year on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 7, 
we remembered Ernest Burkhardt Jr. and 
Marie Weiss. In December, Ron Tooley 
also passed away. 

Bloomin’ News 
Flower signup sheets are posted in the 
narthex. If you would like to give 
flowers for a specific Sunday, write your name and 
phone number on the form. Also, please give that 
Sunday’s flower coordinator a phone call so she doesn’t 
also provide flowers. If you are unable to get to the store, 
we are happy to get the flowers for you. Pastor Sharon 
needs the dedication information by Tuesday noon to 
include it in the bulletin. Any questions about flower 
donations? Call Robin at 860/620-2989. Thank you! 

Flower coordinators for 2022 are: 
January - Ginni Butler (860/628-5014) 
February - Peg Lewis (860/384-4123) 
March - Dot Amundsen (860/747-8188) 
April - Robin Michel (860/620-2989) 
May - Joyce Olore (860/276-8061) 
June - Ginni Butler 
July - Joyce Olore 
August - Robin Michel 
September - Peg Lewis 

News from page 2 

Salvation Army bell ringers include, from 
left, Pastor Sharon, Joyce Olore, Laureen 
Galayda, Ethel Graham and Ginni Butler. 

Pastor Sharon presented the sermon at the 
Southington Interfaith Clergy Association’s 
Thanksgiving Service held on Nov. 23. 

See Flowers on page 4 
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Tag Sale - a TREMENDOUS success 
The year's tag sale was the best ever. So far, we 
have received a total of $6,321.35! 

The success is due to all the support from our 
volunteers - donating, sorting and pricing during 
“prep” week - and the turnout of volunteers for 
the day of the event as well as for clean up on 
Sunday afternoon. As a special bonus, volunteers 
enjoyed lunch during set up week as well as on 
Saturday. We are blessed with some great chefs 
at First Baptist! 

This year we were supported by Boy Scout 
Troop 17 that meets at our church. They pulled 
out and set up the tables in Fellowship Hall and 
took them down after the town-wide food drive.  

Lots of blessings this year! Thank you to everyone for all your support. - Dot and Joyce 

October - Joyce Olore 
November - Dot Amundsen 
December - Robin Michel 

Easter Flowers 
Watch the bulletin, website and our Facebook page for 
the order form for Easter flowers. 

Support Your Neighbors 
In support of our neighbors in need, we observe 
Compassion Sundays on the last Sunday of each 
month. Feel free to bring non-perishable food or 
item which will be donated to Southington 
Community Services. Items needed include 
canned foods, pasta, snacks, peanut butter, jelly, 
paper goods, toiletries, pudding cups and juice 
boxes. Donations can also be dropped off 
directly at SCS, 91 Norton Ave. (Route 10), 
Plantsville, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Southington Public Library, 255 
Main St., is also a drop-off spot. Thank you! 

From the Hospitality Committee 
Currently, our Fellowship Hour after worship is on hold. 
However, we are optimistic that it will resume when it is 
safe to congregate. 

We would like to thank all those who contribute their 
baking talents so we can serve goodies with our coffee. 
If you would like to bring a treat, please notify Ginni 
Butler at 860/628-5014 so we can know ahead of time to 
plan. Thank you. 

Stay in Touch! 
Our website is www.firstbaptistsouthington.org. 
Worship service information, events, The Steeple Signal 
and more info are on the site. You can also see photos 
and watch our worship services on our Facebook page 
“First Baptist Church – Southington, CT.” 

From the Music Director: 
Hi everyone. Hope your holidays were peaceful and 
restful and full of joy. 

We would like you to consider being part of our Bell 
Ringers group. We usually play the last Sunday of each 
month, with two to three practices before we share our 
music. You don’t need to be able to read music. Would 
you consider giving us a try? You can come during one 
of our practices to see what we are all about. We will put 
an announcement in the bulletin when we practice. See 
you there! – Les Marsh 

Steeple Signal Deadline 
The deadline for the March/April 2022 Steeple Signal is 
Monday, Feb. 14. Articles can be given to Robin Michel 
or emailed to robin.leemichel@gmail.com. Questions? 
Call her at 860/620-2989. 

Christmas Season 
We had a wonderful Christmas Season beginning with 
the first Sunday of Advent on 
Nov. 28 when we also “hung 

Flowers from page 3 

Bell ringers perform during the Advent season. (Can you spot the three 
kings?) 

Crowds fill Fellowship Hall on tag sale day. 

See Season on page 5 

http://www.firstbaptistsouthington.org
mailto:robin.leemichel@gmail.com
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the greens” following worship. Thank you to everyone 
who helped! Each Sunday, another Advent candle was lit 
representing hope, peace, joy and love. Our new 
members did the honors: the Burdeshaw family; Tyrone 
& Janet Mellon; Jean Cook with Barbara McKay; and 
Margaret Shigo-Zembko. Jen Egan and Stefan Paneczko 
lit the Christ Candle during the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service. 

We had a wide selection of 
music throughout the month 
thanks to our Bell Ringers 
and many talented musicians.  

The Christmas Offering this 
year was distributed 50/50 to 
the general fund and to the 
community fuel fund via 

SCS. We also delivered baskets 
to shut-ins. And a wreath 
donated by the Tooley family in 
honor of Ron was displayed in 
the sanctuary. 

The Three Kings also traveled 
around the sanctuary on their 
way to visit the Christ Child. 
The season was to conclude 
with Three Kings Sunday on Jan. 2 when we were 
scheduled to take down decorations.  

It was quite the heartfelt season - whether your 
celebrated it in-person, virtually or by watching 
Facebook Live.  

May you have a healthy and happy 2022! 

Season from page 4 

Poinsettias 

Burkhardt family in memory of Ernie Burkhardt Jr. and 
Ernie “Chip” Burkhardt III  

Marvin Choquette in memory of Vincent & Fern 
Choquette 

Jean Cook in memory of Laurie Cook 

Bernadette & John Galayda Jr. in memory of Margaret & 
John Galayda Sr. 

Laureen Galayda in memory of Margaret & John 
Galayda and Ada Larkins 

Gworek family in memory of Al & Mildred Bassett and 
Ted & David Gworek 

Gene Hilton in memory of loved ones 

The Morning Glories in memory of Margaret Lemanski 

Peg in memory of Margaret & Doug Lewis 

Shirley Mason in memory of the Adams and Mason 
families 

Bill & Barbara McKay in memory of our parents with 
love 

Bill & Barbara McKay in honor of our dear 
grandchildren with love 

The Olore family in memory of Dr. & Mrs. Louis Olore, 
Edward Schellhammer, and Brandon Stallworth 

In memory of Skip Parker given by his wife 

Art Sr. & Mildred Pugh in memory of Art Pugh Jr. 

Margaret Shigo-Zembko in memory of Steve Zembko 
and John & Elizabeth Shigo 

Phyllis Wade in honor of and in memory of loved ones 

Gifts 

In memory of Ron – Love, Lee 

Burkhardt family in memory of Ernie Burkhardt Jr. and 
Ernie “Chip” Burkhardt III 

Ginni in loving memory of Gert & Ken Butler 

Michel family in memory of Lucy & Bob Lee with love 

Betty & Warren Porter in memory of Emma & John 
Haskell and Alma & Ken Porter 

Shaw family in loving memory of Al Shaw 

Christmas Flowers & Memorial Gifts 2021 

A white ceramic Nativity scene adorns the parlor. 

Poinsettias decorate the sanctuary. 

Baskets for shut-ins 
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Scenes from the Season 

Lighting the Advent candles and 
Hanging of the Greens 

Birthdays: 

January 
1 Jason Urso 
6 Jessie Nardini 
13 Liz Harwood 
17 Phyllis Wade 
30 Amanda 
Olore 

 

February 
1 Raegan Burdeshaw, Phil Heim 
3 Julia Graikoski 
4 Rudy Cabata 
8 Ted Cabata, Gary Lamy 
12 Warren Porter 
14 Caleigh Cunningham 
21 Lily Dixon 
22 Sarah Strosahl-Kagi 
25 Shirley Mason 

27 Marvin Choquette 

Anniversaries: 

January 
6 Bill & Barb 
McKay 

February 
10 JoAnn & John 
Myska 
27 Linda & Tom Salzer 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

To leave the old with a burst of 
song;  
To recall the right and forgive the 
wrong; 
To forget the things that bind you 
fast 

To the vain regrets of the year that’s past; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 
Of the not worthwhile of the days grown old; 
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 
To the unknown task of the year that’s new; 
 

To help your brother along the road, 
To do his work and lift his load; 
To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year. 

- Author Unknown 

(A Christmas Greeting from Guideposts,  
Copyright 1990, 1991, 1999 by Guideposts,  
Carmel, NY 10512) 
 

(Submitted by Barbara McKay) 

The Way to a Happy New Year 


