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Pastor Sharon: There are different gifts, but the same Spirit that gives them. There are many ways to serve God, but the same Lord is served. Each one of us is given gifts by the Spirit to use for the common good. Together we are the body of Christ, and individually we are members of that body. 

Our church has supported the mission trip to the Dominican Republic for many years. We are pleased that this continues this year. 
 Gabriel and Noah, please come forward.

Pastor Sharon: Family and friends, I present to you those whom God has called to represent our congregation in this mission project.
Mission team, this congregation will support you as you go out. They believe your mission is important, and they trust that God will be with you as you complete it.

Peg: In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells us to go and make disciples. In the gospel of Mark, Jesus calls us to go and tell the good news to everyone, everywhere. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to be with us. And in the gospel of John, Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you”.
-What is a mission? 
Linda: It is sending forth people to serve. God sends people on a mission.
-What is a commission? 
Joyce: It is granting authority, allowing us to act on behalf of another. God commissions people to go.

Outreach
Peg: You, as a team and as individuals, are sent forth by God to a specific service.
Linda: You, as a team and as individuals, are sent with a commission from God to go and act on God’s behalf.
Ginni: You, as a team and as individuals, will demonstrate Christ’s teachings by loving one another.
Peg: You, as a team and as individuals, will serve faithfully to bring honor and glory to God.

Gabriel and Noah: ‘” I heard the voice of the Lord, saying ‘whom shall I send. Add who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I. Send me.”

Pastor: Do you recognize your mission of being sent forth by God to a specific service?
-Gabriel and Noah: We do.
Pastor: Do you accept your assignment as a commission from God to go and act on His behalf? And do you accept the responsibility of representing this congregation in doing the work of our Lord in the Dominican Republic?
- Garbiel and Noah: We do.
Pastor: Will you work to demonstrate Christ’s teachings by loving one another and by translating Christ’s message with excitement and care, turning strangers into friends and friends into brothers and sisters?
- Gabriel and Noah: We will.
Pastor: Do you commit yourselves to serving faithfully on this trip in ways that bring honor and glory to God? Will you serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love, treasuring your experiences as opportunities to learn and to grow?
- Gabriel and Noah: We will.
(To the congregation) 

Pastor:  Do you accept these people as missionaries chosen to extend our Christian love and concern to others?
-Congregation: We do.
Pastor: Will you continue to support them with your prayers during their venture and with your interest upon their return, recognizing their special contribution to the work of God’s kingdom and their mission as your own?
-Congregation: We will.
Linda: Each card in this basket has the names of Gabriel and Noah on it. Please take a card from the basket and take time each day during the mission trip to pray for them. Pray for strength, peace, patience, and kindness. Above all, pray that God will use that person to show God’s love. 
Pastor: We invite family, previous Dominican Republic mission team members and members of the congregation to come forward to participate in the laying of hands on Gabriel and Noah.
Let us read together the commissioning prayer:
Pastor and Congregation: Guiding and loving God, empower these people to be your hands and feet. Help them to glorify you by serving others. Send them into the world to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and warm those who are cold. By their actions and words, make them witnesses of your great love and your passion for rescuing your people. Protect them, teach them, and support them as they take this next step in their own journey to becoming the people you want them to be. Fill them with the Holy Spirit and enable them to do their tasks faithfully and joyfully. Bring them safely home and then let their experience further enrich us, so that we too will glorify you by serving our community in the love of Christ.

Pastor: Go and do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God.

