
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

March   5  -  Shrove Tuesday                                                   
March   6  -  Ash Wednesday                                                      
March 10  -  Daylight Savings Begins                                       
March 10  -  First Sunday of Lent                                                
March 13  -  Soup @ 6:00PM & Book Study 
@ 6:30PM 
March 16  -  All Church Potluck Dinner 
5:30pm 
April     6  -  Spud Night                                                            
May      3 -   Savers Collection                                                            
May      4  -  Savers Packing & Delivery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church                                             
581 Meriden Avenue                                      
Southington, CT 06489-3901 

An American Baptist Church ABCUSA 
Ministry Team - The Rev. Sharon R. Holt     
The Rev. Peg Lewis                                                 
Director of Music – Les Marsh                            
Newsletter Editor – Sharon Kupiec 

Church Office Hours - please call Pastor 
Sharon before coming to the church 
Telephone: 860 628-8121                                   
Email:  
Pastor.sharon@firstbaptistsouthington.org 

Visit us on Facebook:                                                      
First Baptist, Southington, CT 
www.firstbaptistchurch-southington.org 

Sunday Worship at 10:00am                                     
Sunday school Classes at 10:30am 

 

 



 

 

 

The following article appeared in The Southington 
Observer on January 18, 2019 

Do you think age is just a number?  Try 
turning 65 

By Rev. Sharon Holt 

Current cultural wisdom decrees that 60 is the new 40. 
If that were true, 65 would be the new 45. 
Unfortunately, it’s not true. Sixty is still 60, and 65 is, 
well, old. I know: I turned 65 in November.  

Turning 65 brings a host of challenges along with all the 
vaunted wisdom age confers. For example, I had to 
wade through the morass of packets of information 
sent to me by every health insurance company on the 
planet extolling the virtues of their particular Medicare 
supplemental plan. It seemed to me enough stress to 
have to switch to Medicare from the plan I’ve had for 
over 40 years without having to get a hernia while 
taking in the mail every day.  

Sixty-five brings with it the added wisdom that one 
needs to sit on the edge of the bed before getting up 
each morning to see what is working and what is going 
to send daggers of pain coursing through your central 
nervous system when you put weight on it. The pain is a 
poignant reminder that you are getting older, but on a 
positive note you know you are still alive to 
acknowledge your suffering. 

As a pastor, I turned to the scripture for consolation and 
recognition of my age and that the roller coaster of life 
has long since peaked for me and I am most definitely 
on the downhill side careening toward the hereafter. I 
was comforted when I read that Methuselah lived to 
the ripe old age of 969, Jared to 962, Noah to 950 and 
Adam finally stopped wandering the earth regretting 
eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil at 
age 930. Sarah, God bless her, had Isaac when she was 
90, which must have provided many challenges because 
she went to meet her maker when she was a mere 127 
years old.  

With those numbers in mind, I no longer felt quite so 
ancient and feeble and began to think about the 
positive aspects of 65; my parishioners pay closer 
attention now that I am a virtual fount of sage wisdom 
(snicker). Seriously, there is much to be said for the 
accumulated wisdom garnered through two full-time 
careers and service to several churches. There are very 

few crises that faze me, because I’ve been there and 
done that. I can more readily empathize with elderly 
church members who spend their time inventorying 
their aches and pains, because I literally share their 
pain. It is easier to comfort those who are grieving the 
loss of loved ones, because I’ve bade farewell to more 
than a few of my own. 

Sixty-five is definitely okay when I consider the 
alternative. Besides, when I had to call our trash 
disposal company when the church dumpster hadn’t 
been emptied and was informed that it had despite 
obvious evidence to the contrary, I finally got to use the 
line, “Young man, if I were going to take up lying this 
late in my life, it wouldn’t be over trash.” Actually, 65 is 
pretty cool after all!  

 

 

 

 

Louise Badgely 

 

 
 
 

Visit our library! 

 
Have you taken a peek in the Louise Badgley 
Memorial Library at the end of the Narthex 
hallway near Fellowship Hall? There are many 
faith-based books non-fiction and fiction, 
including children’s, and CDs and DVDs. There 
are recordings of every worship service (thank 
you, Bill McKay) so if you miss a Sunday just 
sign out the CD and listen at your leisure. Be 
inspired and stop by! We also have a book 
cart. If you have any ideas or book donations, 
call Robin Michel, 860-620-2989. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!  A lot of activity has taken 
place at First Ba0ptist Church since our last edition of 
the Steeple Signal.  I will do my best to recapture special 
moments .  If I miss one, just let me know and don’t 
take it personally. 

ADVENT 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

First 
Baptist 
Church of 

Southington hosted its annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration on Jan. 27 with the 
theme of "Justice for All." The committee 
worked throughout the year to develop the 
program originally set for Jan. 20 featuring 
Chief Justice of the Connecticut Supreme 
Court Richard A. Robinson. 

However, due to a winter storm the event had 
to be cancelled and our guest speaker could 
not attend. As Pastor Sharon Holt, refers to our 
church, we are “Flexible Baptist Church.” The 
redesigned observance included the 
inspirational excerpts from King's 1963 letter 
from a Birmingham jail read by Darlene Steele. 
Music Director Les Marsh organized the 
special selections including “He’s Got the 

Whole World in His Hands,” performed by 
Aimee and Caleigh Cunningham; “Who Would 
Imagine a King,” performed by Lauren and 
Maya Johns; and concluded with “Lift Ev’ry 
Voice and Sing.” 

One of the highlights was the honoring of two 
middle school students: Sophia LeBlanc of 
Joseph DePaolo Middle School, and Mariah 
Grace Davino of John F. Kennedy Middle 
School. Both had been recognized at their 
respective schools with an honorary plaque 
and commemorative book. The girls each 
addressed the congregation as their families 
looked on. Southington School Superintendent 
Tim Connellan attended the service to honor 
the students again praising them as leaders 
now and in the future. 

Pastor Sharon concluded the service with a 
charge to be extremists for justice, to be the 
cloak of Jesus serving others with love and 
justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1 Phil Heim                                                                    
2 Kathryn Austin                                                                                  
3 Julia Graikoski                                                                      
4 Rudy Cabata                                                                           
8 Ted Cabata, Gary Lamy                                                      
12 Warren Potter                                                                     
14 Tracey Heim, Caleigh Cunningham                                 
21 Lily Dixon                                                                  
22 Sarah Strosahl                                                                    
25 Shirley Mason                                                                      
27 Marvin Choquette

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

2 Sharon Boyce                                                             
3 Gabe Buelis                                                               
4 Drew Michel                                                                              
6 Ethan Amundsen, Rona Corrigan, Emily 
Olore                                                                                             
8 Dante Jones                                                                
14 Mildred Pugh                                                               
22 JoAnn Danis, Ethan Kelly                                               
23 Katie Corrigan                                                       
28 Melanie MacDonald 

 

 

6 Gene & Charles Hilton                                                     
10 JoAnn & John Myska                                           
27 Linda & Tom Salzer 

  

                                       

 

 

16 Arthur & Mildred Pugh 

 



 

 

 

Christmas Flowers and Memorial Gifts 2018 

Poinsettias 

Anonymous in honor of all the instrumentalists and vocalists whose talents bless our music 
program                                                                                                                                                   
Barbara Aszklar & Chubet Families in memory of Lena “Nana” Dow                                                              
Ernie & Barbara Burkhardt in memory of Donald & Gloria Burkhardt                                                              
Jennifer Egan, Nick & Stefan Paneczko in memory of Florence M. Howes and Judith Barrows  
Skip & Bernadette Galayda in memory of John & Margaret Galayda                                                            
The Gworek Family in memory of Mildred & Al Bassett                                                                     
Philip, David & Tracy Heim in memory of loved ones                                                                                      
The Hiltons in honor of our grandchildren                                                                                                       
Sharon Kupiec in memory of Wm. “Skip” Parker                                                                            
Shirley Mason in memory of Marilyn A. White and the Adams & Mason Families                                                      
Bill & Barbara McKay in honor of our precious grandchildren with love                                                 
Michel and Harris grandchildren in memory of Lucy Lee                                                                                           
Robin Lee Michel and Stephanie Lee Harris in memory of their mom, Lucy Lee                                                    
John, Brenda, Marissa & Karin Myska in memory of Bev Tooley – “Aunti Bev”                                         
Olore Family in memory of Edward Schellhammer and Dr. & Mrs. Louis Olore                                                 
Nik & Stefan Paneczko in memory of Judith F. Barrows                                                                               
Marge Steinnagel in memory of John & Marge McGraw                                                                             
Ronald F. Tooley in memory of Bev Tooley 

Gifts 

Barbara Aszklar & Chubet Families in memory of Lena “Nana” Dow                                                
Lee Burhoe in memory of Ron – Love, Lee                                                                                                    
Ernie & Barbara Burkhardt in honor of our family                                                                                                    
Ginni in memory of Gert & Ken Butler                                                                                                                  
Gworek Family in memory of Ted & David Gworek                                                                                                                       
Sharon Kupiec in memory of Wm. “Skip” Parker                                                                                                
Bill & Barbara McKay in memory of our loving parents                                                                                         
Betty & Warren Porter in memory of Emma & John Haskell and Alma & Ken Porter                                                                             
Al Shaw Family in memory of Al Shaw, loving husband and father 

 

 

 

 



From First Baptist’s MUSIC 
MINISTRY….   

                         
THANK YOU to all the singers, musicians 
and bell ringers that uplifted our worship 
service during Lent! Words can’t express 
our gratefulness.  God bless you! 

************************************ 

NEW MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES… 

BELL RINGERS will offer praise music on 
Sun. April 17 with practices April 3and 10 
after worship. 

SINGERS will perform on Sun. May 22 
with practices on April 24, May 1 and 
15after worship.  

      We hope you join us! 

*********************************** 

    As we plan our music ministry for the  
months ahead, if you know a person in  
your family or a friend who may consider 
sharing their musical gifts with us one  
Sunday, please talk to Les, 860-655-7377 
 or email him at lamarsh40@comcast.net.   
 

 

 

 

 

From your Board of Outreach 
 
We begin 2019 with thanking 
you for your generosity in 
support of all our mission 
projects and our missionaries  - 
locally, within the United States and 
Internationally. Your contributions help 
sustain all the great work that is being done 
for all of God's children.  
 
A special thank you for your most recent 
contributions for: 
- the 8 Love Boxes sent to our college 
students and family in the military; 
- donations and gifts in support of the 
Southington Community Services and 
Winifred House Christmas gift tags; 
- the scarves, mittens and hats that adorned 
our 'mitten tree' in Fellowship Hall - which 
will now adorn the heads, necks and hands 
of those in need in our community; 
- the monthly Compassion Sunday donations 
for the Southington Community Services 
 
Upcoming February and March events 
and opportunities include: 
- Annual Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
offering is underway - envelopes are in the 
church pews; 
- Compassion Sunday donations will 
continue through 2019.  In February we will 
collect peanut butter and jelly. In March 
soups and stews will be on the menu for 
collection. 
- Hygiene Kits will be available to fill in 
March. Watch the weekly bulletin for 
additional details 
- The America for Christ offering will be 
taken in March. Envelopes will be place in 
the pews in early March. 

 

 



 
 

Savers' Fund Raiser – MAY 3 
(collection/organization) and MAY4 

(sorting and delivery) 
 
Save the dates for our annual fundraiser with 
Savers. You may recall that last year was 
our first opportunity to collect items - books, 
smaller kitchen items and clothes - that we 
delivered to Savers for $$ by the pound! 
Since we do not sell clothes at our annual 
tag sale, this is an excellent opportunity to 
help the general fund by going through your 
closets on a cold winter day and do some 
early spring closet cleaning. We receive 
$.25/lb. for clothes and they were the largest 
part of our donation last year!  

Additional information will be published in 
the upcoming weekly bulletins, so be on the 
lookout for more details. Flower List 2019 

 

WE ARE COLLECTING…. 

Clean and gently used clothing and shoes 

Jewelry 

Bedding / Towels/ Linens / Fabrics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January: Ginni Butler – (860) 628-5014                 
February: Peg Lewis – (860) 621-6144                        
March: Dot Amundsen – (860) 747-8188                      
April: Robin Michel – (860) 620-2989                                
May: Joyce Olore – (860) 276-8061                                  
June: Ginni Butler – (860) 628-5014                                
July: Joyce Olore – (860) 276-8061                          
August: Ginni Butler – (860) 628-5014    
September: Peg Lewis – (860) 621-6144                   
October: Joyce Olore – (860) 276-8061        
November Dot Amundsen – (860) 747-8188  
December: Robin Michel – 860/620-298 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2019 -  5:30PM                                      

 Come enjoy good food and celebration.  

Free will offering 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The simple dress kits are now 
available near the coat room. 
They may be sewn by machine 
or even by hand. 

Together  with your support, this ministry has 
donated over 500 dresses to  various social 
service organizations, as we share God’s love and 
make little girls smile.  
❤ Family and friends are welcome to assist us 
with this special ministry that continues through 
May.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Thank you Bill Michel for the installation of the 
two exterior doors and new door trim.  Looks 
great 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you Barb and Bill for rejuvenating our 
parking lot with new painted stripes.  Quite the 
project and looks very professional! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR ANNUAL SPUD NIGHT AND SILENT 
AUCTION …  
will soon be here so mark your calendars for April 
6 from 530 to 7 PM. Invite family and friends to 
join us for this event to benefit our mission 
opportunities and the church’s general fund.  It 
features our delicious baked potatoes with a 
variety of toppings and a wonderful array of 
theme baskets, auction items and gift cards. 
Homemade chicken soup is available too.  
 
Donated services or more new auction items are 
always greatly appreciated . See Linda Lamy or 
Joyce Olore.  
 
Also you may Become a SPUD SPONSOR by 
donating a few dollars towards food and supplies 
to make it all happen. Stop by our table Sunday, 
March 24 and March 31 after the service in the 
fellowship hall. Tickets are available both days for 
only $7 or  are sold at the door . You won’t want 
to miss it!  


