Read on for details

7:00PM October 11 Music Committee @
6:30PM October 11 Deacons Meeting
October 29 - November 1 Tag Sale Set
Up November 3 All Church Tag Sale
November 11 Veterans Day
November 20 Community Thanksgiving
Service
November 22 Thanksgiving Day
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The Pastor Reflects on Her Voyage to
China
On September 11th I embarked on an
once-in-a-lifetime adventure: I flew
from New York’s JFK International
Airport to Beijing China’s massive
international airport. I spent eight
days traveling with a group of 38
travelers from all over the U.S. along
with a Chinese Tour Director and
several local guides.
Our tour set quite a grueling pace; we
left our hotel somewhere between
7:15 and 8:00 every morning, toured
for 8 to 10 hours, visiting multiple
sites and walked anywhere from 3 to
6 miles every day. In spite of all this
exercise I managed to gain 5 pounds
from eating many wonderful Chinese
meals while there (I will admit there
was one day in Shanghai when the
group had free time in Chinatown –
yes, that’s right, the central bazaar in
Shanghai is called Chinatown – we all
found ourselves eating at McDonalds
because there’s nothing quite like the
taste of “home” when you are far
away.)
We visited three major cities; Beijing,
Xi’an & Shanghai. In Beijing we toured
the Great Wall of China, the Imperial
Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square,
the Forbidden City, and the Beijing
Zoo (pandas!). We then flew to Xi’an
where we visited
what is considered
to be the 8th wonder of the ancient st
world, the Terracotta Army of the 1
Emperor of China. We moved on to
Shanghai (another flight) and enjoyed
3 days in this bustling, urbane,
growing city. While in Shanghai we
traveled to Suzhou and enjoyed a
gondola ride in the oldest man-made
canal in the world. It was dug for the
Emperor almost a thousand years ago
and covers 1100 miles. Quite a feat for
Chinese workers who had no modern
excavation equipment.
Through all of these adventures 38
travelers all became friends. We
shared many laughs together and
spent endless hours entertaining one
another on our bus trips. We all

appreciated and came to love our
Tour Director, Jason Yin, a native of
Beijing who guided us the whole time,
right up to our flight from Shanghai to
catch our return flight from Beijing
back to the U.S.
Personally, I was struck by the
graciousness of the Chinese people.
Even though very few spoke English
(and we certainly didn’t speak any
Chinese) they managed to convey a
warm welcome and were happy to
have pictures taken with us to show
their family and friends. Western
tourists are still pretty rare in China,
so we were photographed as often as
we photographed.
I returned home with a deeper
appreciation of China and of the
United States. China is a historysteeped country that is unfortunately
a one-party police state where every
move is documented by ever-present
cameras; you never know if the
person standing next to you on the
street may be a member of the secret
police. There were subjects, like the
events in Tiananmen Square in 1989,
which all Chinese are forbidden by the
government to talk about. The United
States certainly has its flaws, but I am
grateful that we do have the right of
privacy and free expression.
Would I return to China? Well, my
visa is good for ten years, so you never
know ….
Pastor Sharon
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Here is the update for the Oct/Nov
Steeple Signal from the Outreach
Board, tag sale committee and a few
items for the thank you tree...
Our September “Apple fritters,
sundaes and silent auction” was a
most enjoyable time. Family and
friends gathered on a sunny autumn
day for fellowship and delicious
desserts. Our event benefited the
church’s general fund and upcoming
mission opportunities. Thanks to you
we raised over $900! Also we want to
give a big thank you to all the
volunteers!

College students/Service
members Love Boxes - we are
beginning to collect names and
addresses of our college students and
family members in the military for our
annual 'Love Box' mailing. Please
provide names and addresses to Peg or
Joyce. A donation box will be placed
in the Narthex the weeks of November
11 and 18. Watch for a list of
recommended items in the upcoming
weekly bulletins. Suggestions always
welcome!!

Winifred House school donation
box was overflowing again this year!
Thank you for your generous support
of the girls who are in a transitional
phase in their lives. They appreciate
the support and prayers from our
congregation.

Christmas Tags from Southington
Community Services and for Winifred
House residents will be available at the
end of November. More information
will be available in the November
weekly bulletins.

Compassion Sunday - your support
World Mission
Offering - another
opportunity for the
Outreach Board to say
THANK YOU to our
congregation.

Salvation Army Bell
ringing - due to the
overwhelming community
support this year, First
Baptist has been given a
year off. We will be back
on the schedule next year!

of the Southington residents in need
has been greatly appreciated by
Southington Community Services. Our
donations for the next
two months will
: - October: soups
and stews
- November: hot
cocoa, tea, coffee and
juice boxes

TAG SALE UPDATE:
Are you ready to help with the annual church wide tag sale?
Important dates to put on your calendar:
- Drop off items: Monday, October 28 - Thursday, November 1
- Set up, Sorting, Organizing and Pricing: week of October 28th
THE BIG EVENT: November 3rd
It's amazing how we continue to find items in our attic, basement and
receive donations from friends and family year over year! Last year we
made over $2700 dollars and would like to exceed that for 2018. It takes
lots of volunteers to make this happen, so we would appreciate your
ongoing support.
What's the same this year:
- the Holiday Village will be set up on the stage again this year
- the treasure trove in the jewelry department, collectables and children's
toys and books will reappear in the Narthex
- the First Baptist Bakers are encouraged to fill the bake table
- drop off from Monday through Thursday to provide a final day for
organization and checking and rechecking that everything is priced
- accepting new and gently used items - thank you!
- volunteers during the week day and early evening
- Items on the 'please do not bring' list: furniture, large electronics such as
tvs, computers and printers
- Volunteers - oh did I already say that?? Many hands make light work and there is nothing like Baptist Fellowship time!!
Plan on joining in and experiencing the fun!!
Need more information? Contact Dot Amundsen or Joyce Olore

Pasta Supper Fundraiser
Sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 17
In Support of
First Baptist Church
581 Meriden Avenue
Southington, CT 06489
(860) 628 8121
October 27, 2018
Save the Date
Details to Follow
Tickets available at the door

-

to the kitchen elves hard at work to
keep the kitchen clean, organized and
drawers labeled
- to the kitchen renovators who
replaced the kitchen window
blinds (they look great)
- to everyone who took the extra time
to pitch in and help while Pastor
Sharon was on vacation
- to our Sunday coffee baristas who
always have a warm cup of coffee at
the ready after worship and a smile to
share while serving
- to the volunteers who bring in treats
to share during the Sunday Fellowship
Hour

Women’s combined fellowship will
meet on October 8th The First United
Methodist Church at 12:30PM. Please
bring your sandwich/salad and dessert
& coffee will be provided.

During the week of August 20th we
served 389 meals to our seniors, inhouse clients, shut ins and
students. This was done with the help
of Ginni Butler, Marge Steinnagel,
Walter Jones, Jim Steele, Pastor
Sharon Holt, Darlene Steele, Sharon
Kupiec, Barbara McKay and Gene
Hilton. We did well and I thank you
and appreciate your help.
Gene Hilton
Ps: Our next turn will be the week of
November 12th...

