December 2 - 10:00 am: 1st Sunday of
Advent/Worship/Communion
December 6 - 6:30 pm: Music Committee
meets followed by Deacons at 7:00 pm
December 7 - 9:15 am: Prayer Group
December 9 - 10:00 am: 2nd Sunday of
Advent/Worship/Singing Ensemble Practices
after Worship
December 9 - 2:00 pm: Bennett Family
Christmas Concert
December 10 – Women’s Fellowship,
12:30pm, Fellowship Hall
December 13 – 7:00pm : Blue Christmas
Service, First Baptist Church
December 24 – 6:00pm: Christmas Eve
Service
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The Pastor’s Wildlife Ponderings
My sister, Sandy, called me on my birthday.
We had a wonderful time sharing the goings
on in our lives. Eventually, we got around to
talking about the various critters that come to
call from time to time. As most of you are
aware, I feed feral cats, possums, birds,
raccoons, etc. I even have a heated water bowl
so that all God’s creatures from blue jays to
squirrels have a source of drinkable water
during the freezing winter months. My sister
shared that, living in Florida, they have a lot
of lizards. Not so much big lizards, but little
ones that can crawl under doors, in windows,
boxes, or any number of other ways to get into
their house. My sister does not like lizards.
This past year, Sandy and her husband, Ted,
put in a Ring security doorbell that sets of an
alarm on their cell phones and sends a video
of whoever is standing at their front door. It
seems that the lizards love the infrared light
that the doorbell features, and they keep
climbing the wall and sending videos and
alarms that they are at the door. I found this
hilarious and provided Sandy with my own
soundtrack of a lizard saying, “Sandy, I’m at
the door, come and let me in!” I’m still
laughing about the lizards ringing the
doorbell.
This reminded me of something similar that
happened to me a few years ago. Upon rising
from a winter’s night sleep, your pastor went
into the bathroom to do, well, what most
people do when they first get up in the
morning. My feline companions, David &
Bathsheba, were already there, which came as
something of a surprise since I usually disrupt
their beauty sleep when I wake. I walked over
to the “john”, lifted the cover, and
immediately slammed it back down again. I
stood there perplexed for a moment. Did I
really see what I thought I saw? Slowly, I
lifted the cover again, and, once again, I

quickly closed the lid. It was true, I decided,
my eyes had not deceived me, there was a
sparrow in my toilet. “Surely it must be
deceased.” I reasoned. I lifted the lid again,
and the sparrow turned its head to look at me.
So, what does one do with a sparrow in the
toilet? I decided I should turn to scripture for
an answer. In Matthew 10:30-32 Jesus said,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground
unperceived by your Father. And even the
hairs of your head are all counted. So do not
be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.” I thought, “Hmmmm… if God
perceives a sparrow when it falls to the
ground, does it perceive it when it turns up in
my commode?” Probably so, I decided. Flush
with my new understanding of God’s word, I
girded my loins for the task of liberating
God’s sparrow from the toilet bowl.
I scoured the kitchen for appropriate tools,
armed myself with my leather gloves, and
then returned to the bathroom where David,
Bathsheba and the hapless sparrow waited.
Much to their dismay, I banished my furry
friends from the vicinity out of deference for
my feathered guest. After donning my gloves,
I lifted the lid, grasped the sparrow firmly but
gently, picked him out of the bowl, and
carefully placed it in a Glad ware container.
Felinely followed, I took my avian visitor
downstairs, through the kitchen and, sans cats,
out to the porch. I lifted the cover, tipped the
container, and finally, truly free as a bird, the
sparrow departed in search, I’m sure, of more
hospitable lodgings devoid of felines and their
wiles.
Pastor Sharon

Ah, the days have grown short and the air is
finally free of humidity. Yes, we enjoyed those
loooong, stretchy summer days, but autumn
ushers in that good restorative sleeping weather
that makes us want to sleep a little longer.

You are welcome to take part in our music ministry this
advent season whether singing with the ensemble or
playing with the bell ringers.
Dec. 9 - Ensemble practices after worship
Dec. 16 - 9:15 am: rehearsal then we sing during
worship Dec. 16 -Bell ringers practice after worship
Dec. 23 -9:15 am: Ringers rehearse then play during
worship
Please remember you’re always welcome to take part
anytime during the year.

What better time than the weekend to take
advantage of this pleasure? Recently, after a
particularly restful weekend with two whole days
of turning the alarm clock hands further north, I
greeted Monday morning reluctantly.
When the brain fog lifted, I sorted through my
mental to-do list for the upcoming week. It
suddenly occurred to me that I’d left some audio
equipment in the Church parlor that I wanted for
a work project later in the day.
Naturally, I assumed Pastor Sharon wouldn’t
mind unlocking the church door, allowing me to
retrieve the equipment. “It’s a little early”, I
thought to myself, “but Pastor’s an early riser.
As I drove down the driveway, about to hit “send”
on my cell phone to request my favor, another
thing occurred to me. “It’s Monday!” my
thoughts shouted, “Monday is Pastor’s day off.” I
know I’ve done this to her before, albeit not at
that early hour, and am glad I realized it before
calling this time.
So with this in mind, please remember that
Monday is Pastor’s day off and while she will
always be available in an emergency, we should
remember to be respectful of her day of rest
also. 😊

The Women’s Fellowship will be meeting on
December 10th at 12:30pm at First Baptist
Church for a Pot Luck Luncheon. Sharon
Pernal and Margaret Siemko from First
United Methodist will cohost with Shirley
Mason and Sharon Kupiec from First Baptist.
Some of the items signed up already for the
potluck include; apple salad, cole-slaw, mac n
cheese, meatballs, chicken pie, meat loaf,
scalloped potatoes, hot vegetables and
cornbread. If you didn’t sign up, please feel
free to bring a dish. Dessert and hot beverage
will be provided by the hostesses.
Please bring an unwrapped gift for an elderly
man or woman, which will be brought to
Community Services. We will also have a
Christmas Grab-bag; bring a new, wrapped
$10.00 gift.
Please let your hostess know if you plan to
attend. All are welcome to join us.

A very special thank you to all
of the Salvation Army Bell
Ringers for coming out in the
cold at Top’s Market on
November 17th. Your time,
energy and enthusiasm are
truly appreciated. Our ringers were; Joyce
Olore, Ethel Graham, Jo Ann Myska, Marge
Steinnagle, Barbara McKay, Pastor Sharon,
Aimee Cunningham, Shirley Mason, Laureen
Galayda, Nik Paneczko and Stefan Paneczko.
Ps: If you missed signing up for this year, and
would like to volunteer for next year, I am
accepting names for the 2019 roster
J



Board of Outreach

Tag Sale Update
It's amazing to see how many treasures we collect
for our tag sale each year! We were blessed this
year with helping hands during the week, an
abundance of workers the day of the event and
tireless workers who came back on Sunday
afternoon to pack boxes for Social Services, run up
and downstairs to store items and to help clean up
Fellowship Hall.
A big THANK YOU to everyone for getting
involved this year. Your donations, your help and
your ongoing prayers all helped to make this annual
event a huge success. . At last count, we made
$3266 which was $500 over our 2017 total!

- Love Boxes - love boxes will be sent out this month to
college students and individuals in the military to help
make their holiday season brighter. They all look
forward to receiving special treats from our church
family.
- A big thank you for fulfilling the Christmas wishes of
those in need in our community. Southington
Social Services is grateful for the support from our
church in assisting with the Christmas Tag program.
- And yet another thank you for the donation of gift
cards to help the' residents in transition' at Winifred
House have a gift under their Christmas tree.

The Mitten, Hat and Scarf tree is up in Fellowship Hall!
Let’s help decorate it with items that will help those in
need stay warm over the winter season. It will be up
throughout the month of December and January to
collect items.

Compassion Sunday recommendations:
December: your choice of donations!
January: breakfast items
February: PB & J

Prayer
Chain
We are considering restarting the prayer
chain so if there is a special need, many of
us can pray in private. All requests are
confidential. Are you interested in being
contacted via email or phone? Please let
Robin Michel know if you would like to be
part of the Prayer Chain. 860-620-2989.
Prayer Group
Prayer Group meets every Friday at
9:15 a.m. in the parlor unless there is
inclement weather. We pray for prayer
concerns submitted during worship, requests
written in the prayer book in the parlor and
any other requests. All prayers are
confidential. Everyone is welcome. Come
enjoy some peace, meditation and prayer.
Have questions or requests? Call Robin
Michel, 860-620-2989.

The holiday season can be stressful and evoke
sadness in many people who may be grieving,
are estranged from family, have lost their job or
have nowhere to go.
In response to this difficult time of year, four
faith communities and Plantsville Funeral
Home are hosting Blue Christmas on
Thursday, Dec. 13. The worship service, which
will include a special message, candle lighting,
litany of remembrance, music and prayer, will
begin at 7 p.m. at First Baptist Church of
Southington, 581 Meriden Ave. An opportunity
for anointing or blessing will also be held
during the event. Participants will be able to
write the name of a loved one on an ornament
provided and place it on the evergreen tree – a
symbol of life – to celebrate that they live on
within. Light refreshments will follow.
Participating churches are Plantsville
Congregational United Church of Christ with
the Rev. Paul Goodman; First Baptist Church
of Southington with Rev. Sharon Holt; Grace
United Methodist Church, Rev. Carole Downs;
and First Lutheran Church, Rev. Joshua Rinas.
For more information, call First Baptist Church,
860-628-8121, visit the Facebook page First
Baptist Church Southington, CT; or the website
www.firstbaptistchurch.southington.org

Kudos to the Boy Scouts, leaders and families for the
tremendous job on the Nov. 10 food drive! They
reported that though the collection was less than last
year, residents still donated approximately 13,000
pounds of food for our neighbors in need!
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Elizabeth Tata
Debbie Urso
Regina Jones
Danny Orlando
Arthur Pugh, Adrianna Palmeri, Jamie Sewell
Linda Mikosz, Tiffany Steele
David Mikosz
Joyce Olore, Gina Palmeri
Cassie Callaghan
John Galayda, Jr.
Courtney Reid

29 Kim & Kyle
Neilson

Thank you to Boy Scout Troop 17 who
hosted the delicious Pasta Supper fundraiser.
We had many guests from the community.
We are so grateful for our partnership.
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Jason Urso
Devon Cunningham,
Jesse Sewell
Liz Harwood
Phyllis Wade
Amanda Olore

6 Bill & Barb McKay
First Baptist Church
of Southington
participated in the Southington Interfaith Clergy
Association's Thanksgiving Service held Nov. 20 at The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Southington
ward. Beautiful celebration of faith with the Catholic,
Protestant, Jewish, Mormon and Sikh communities
represented and fabulous young women's choir.
Thankyou to Rev. Sharon Holt and our music director
Les Marsh who directed the combined choir.

